Calendar No. 1089 


82p CoNGRESS SENATE { Report 
2d Session No. 1159 


TRANSFER OF LANDS TO POLICE JURY OF CADDO 
PARISH, LA. 


CH. 


\F 


RARUART 6 (legislative day, JANuARY 10), 1952.—Ordered to be printed 
im ae 
oe 


an 
AsKEN, from the Committee on Agriculture and Forestry, sub- 
ar. mitted the following 


tINTV. AF MI 


REPORT 


[To accompany H. R. 4749] 


The Committee on Agriculture and Forestry, to whom was referred 
the bill (H. R. 4749) authorizing the Secretary of Agriculture to return 
certain lands to the Police Jury of Caddo Parish, La., having consid- 
eredfsame, report thereon with a recommendation that it do pass 
without amendment. 

H. R. 4749 was reported to the House of Representatives October 
17, 1951, by the Committee on Agriculture. The committee recom- 
mended certain amendments which were adopted by the House. The 
House committee report (H. Rept. 1204), explaining the amendments 
and the purpose of the bill, is attached hereto as a part of this report. 


[H. Rept. 120 4,82d Cong., Ist sess.] 


The Committee on Agriculture, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 4749) 
authorizing the Secretary of Agriculture to return certain lands to the police jury 
of Caddo Parish, La., having considered the same, report favorably thereon with 
amendments and recommend that the bill, as amended, do pass. 

The amendments are as follows: 

Page 1, line 7, after the word ‘‘acres’’ insert the following: ‘“‘more or less, in 
township 16 north, range 13 west, Caddo Parish, Louisiana’. 

Page 1, line 9, after the comma insert the following: “being the same lands 
obtained by the Police Jury of Caddo Parish from Mrs. Cecelia Leonard Ellerbe,”’. 
» Page 1, line 10. Insert a period after the word “purpose” and strike out the 
remainder of the bill. 

The purpose of this bill is to authorize the Secretary of Agriculture to return to 
Caddo Parish, La., approximately 38 acres of land donated by the parish to the 
United States in 1930 for agricultural experimental purposes, which is no longer 
needed for that purpose. 

The committee amendment strikes from the bill the legal description of the 
tract by metes and bounds. There appeared to be some error in the description 
as included in the bill and rather than express by statute a legal land description 
about which there might be any question, the committee has deleted that descrip- 
tion and has added other wording which will identify the land particularly. It is 
presumed that the deed from the Secretary of Agriculture to Caddo Parish will 
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reconvey the land in the same terms by whieh it was conveyed to the United 
States in 1930. 

The Department of Agriculture states that it has no intention of ever making 
use of the land for the purpose for which it was donated and its return to Caddo 
Parish without compensation is recommended by the Secretary of Agriculture. 
The letter from the Secretary, dated August 3, 1951, recommending approval 
of H. R. 4749 is appended hereto and made a part of this report. 


DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, 
Washington, D. C., Augusi 3, 1981. 
Hon. Haroup D. Coo.ey, 
Chairman, Committee on Agriculture, 
House of Representatives. 

Dear Mr. Cootry: This is in reply to your letter of July 16, 1951, requesting 
our recommendations on H. R. 4749, a bill authorizing the Secretary of Agriculture 
to return certain lands to the police jury of Caddo Parish, La. 

The tract of land which the proposed legislation would authorize and direct 
the Secretary of Agriculture to return to Caddo Parish, La., consists of approxi- 
mately 38 acres of so-called hill land located some 4 miles from the United States 
Pecan Field Station at Robson, La. This tract was donated to the Government 
in 19380 by the police jury of Caddo Parish for use in conducting research on 
pecan production problems. The land was not selected by representatives of 
the Department but was accepted because of the interest of pecan growers in 
northern Louisiana in problems of pecan production on upland sites as well as 
on river-bottom land. 

This tract is no longer required for our pecan production research, for which 
purpose it was donated by Caddo Parish. Research on pecan production will be 
continued at the nearby Robson station. Therefore, we believe the tract should 
be returned to the parish, and we recommend approval of H. R. 4749 to accom- 
plish this purpose. 

We note that H. R. 4749 includes a legal description of the tract, and that 
some typographical errors have occurred in this description. We enclose a cor- 
rected copy of the legal description which may be substituted for that in H. R. 
41749, beginning with the word ‘‘Thirty-” in line 11, page 1, and continuing up to 
the word “Provided”’ in line 5, page 3. Previous legislation similar to H. R. 4749 
has not ineluded a legal description of the land involved, and your committee 
may wish to delete such description from H. R. 4749. 

The Bureau of the Budget advises that, from the standpoint of the program of 
the President there is no objection to the submission of this report. 

Sincerely, 
CHARLES F, BRANNAN, Secretary. 
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